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Playing the cards right for literature
o

Qllklt Batok Secondary School
students get to analyse novel’s
text through a game of cards

Yuen Sin

The Chinese game of mahjong plays
a central role in author Amy Tan's
1989 novel The Joy Luck Club,
which examines the experiences of
four Chinese-American immigrant
families in San Francisco,

The women in the four families
formed a club of the same name as
they met regularly to play mahjong,

At Bukit Batok Secondary School.
where the book is being studied for
Oslevel English Literature, stu-
dents do not merely read about the
significance of symbols in the book,
or weigh in on the characters
through discussions.

Instead, the mahjong motif leaps
out of the pages in the form of a
card game that takes some of its
structure from mahjong, and incor-
porates quotes, themes and charac-
ters from the book.

It is the brainchild of Bukit Batok
Secondary School teacher Ow
Yeong Wai Kit, 29, and Raffles Insti-
tution teacher Nicole Kang, 25.
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MAKING LEARNING ENJOYABLE
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In the book, Eastern fatalistic per-
spectives are challenged by the will for students.
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ThgTI game cleverly min'otsﬂﬁs,
with students taking onroles of key
characters in the book. “Event
cards”, containing plot snippets
from the text, also affect the cards

that players end up with.
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